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In a quiet corner of Brussels Town Cemetery in Evere, just behind NATO, lies a near forgotten
British memorial. It is dedicated to the 22,000 Officers and Soldiers of the British Empire who gave
their lives in the Battle of Waterloo and were buried in Belgian soil. The Monument was
commissioned by order of Queen Victoriain 1870 and is probably one of the most important
memorials of its day. It was the first to honour the dead of a campaign, as opposed to the many
memorials that commemorate a victory. Below the monument is a crypt where the remains of 17
men from the battle were laid to rest.

H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge, Commander in Chief of the
British army, unveiled the magnificent memorial on August
26™ 1890. It was once a place of pilgrimage for those who had
lost family members, in a time when Belgium seemed to be
many miles away from British shores. As with the First World
War Cemeteries their numbers grew fewer and fewer until it
lay forgotten by many. There is no mention of this hugely
important memorial at the battlefield site in Waterloo and
many visitors are not aware of its existence. Every year in
June the Royal British Legion - Brussels Branch, faithfully
holds a wreath laying ceremony for the officers and soldiers
that died in the Waterloo Campaign. In recent years more and
more people are starting to visit the monument thanks to the
Royal British Legion& ef f orts t o heighte
awareness of its existence.

Greg Ruthven, Event @odinator




Fact Sheet No.1  British Waterloo Monument www.britishlegion.be

Interned in the crypt are the following:-

Colonel Sir William Howe de Lancey, K.C.B. Deputy

Quarter-Master-General.

Lieutenant-Colonel the Hon. Sir Alexander
W.Gordon, K.C.B.,A.D.C. to the Duke of Wellington.

Lieutenant-Colonel Edward Stables, 1% Foot Guards.

Lieutenant-Colonel William Henry Milnes, 1% Foot

Guards.

Major William John Lloyd, R.A.

Major Archibald John Maclaine. 73" Foot.

Captain Edward Grose, 1* Foot Guards

Captain Thomas Brown, 1* Foot Guards

. Captain John Lucie Blackman, Coldstream Guards
Captain William Stolbert, 3™ Foot Guards.

Captain the Hon. Hastings Brudenel Forbes, 3" Foot

Guards.

Lieutenant Michael Thomas Cromie, R.A.
Lieutenant Charles Spearman, R.A.

Lieutenant John Clyde, 23" Welsh Fusiliers.
Ensign James Lord Hay, 1* Foot Guards, A D.C.

Ensign the Hon. Samuel Shute Barrington, 1* Foot

Guards.

Sergeant-Major Cotton, 7" Hussars.
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The monument, which is an original work by the Belgian sculptor Count J. De Lalaing, is well worth a visit.
Why not come and remember those forgotten British heroes when the wreath laying ceremony is taking
place, please see the events page on www.britishlegion.be for the exact date and mark it in your diary. You

will also notice that next to the memorial is the grave of Douglas Bader& father (see Fact Sheet no 3 for
details).

For the location of Brussels Town Cemetery, Evere, please see map below.

Location of Battle of Waterloo Monument and Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery within Evere Cemetery.
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