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lSsion

emember them"

Military Cemetery, Brussels Town Cemetery, Evere

Nestled between the trees in the Brussels Town Cemetery, Evere, you will find the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission Cemetery. The land on which this cemetery stands was given as a gift by
the Belgian People at the end of WW1 as a perpetual resting place to those men and women who lay
there. It is hidden behind the older tombs and graves along the main path, not far from the grave of
the hero Adolphe Max, the Mayor of Brussels in WW1, which is located in the centre circle in the
cemetery. As with all CWGC Cemeteries, as you enter, you will find an immaculately tendered plot
where 641 commonwealth servicemen lay quietly at peace in their eternal resting place. There are
both WW1 and WW2 graves, the latter still visited today by close
family members remembering their loved ones. Each grave
holds a unique story of sel Bucksasc
Captain George Hayton aged 32 and Major Antony Wright aged
30 who helped liberate Brussels on the 3rd September 1944 only
to die on the 14™ September in their Head Quarters at the Hotel
Plaza, Brussels, when a booby-trap, setup as the Germans
withdrew, exploded. Many died in this period when Brussels was
free from its occupier but still the war raged on not far from
Brussels. There are many airmen resting here too including the
crew of a Hudson who were on an SOE mission which was shot
down near Brussels in December 1944. They were F/Lt George
Henry Ash DFC aged 30, F/Lt Frederick John Joseph Champion —
DFM aged 23, F/O John Weddell aged and 22SQ/Lr Reginald Eric
Wilkinson DFC aged 31.
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You will find the WW1 burials in Plot X
Rows 1, 2 10 and 11 of the cemetery.
They contain the graves of 54
Commonwealth casualties, 50 of which
were prisoners of war whose bodies
were brought back from Germany by the
Canadian Corps in April 1919. In WW2
the British Expeditionary Force (BEF)

was involved in the later stages of the /
defence of Belgium following the German 5 ;

invasion in May 1940, and suffered many = == E ;
casualties in covering the withdrawal to = =
Dunkirk. Commonwealth forces did not 7w row 18
return until September 1944, but in the o
intervening years, many airmen were n e

shot down or crashed in raids on —
strategic objectives in Belgium, or while l @ o o o
returning from missions over Germany. e

Most of the Second World War casualties oW ow 1s L
buried in the town cemetery died on lines sl —

of communication duties after the U —= —
liberation of Brussels at the beginning of _— e o
September 1944, but a few date from the

brief period that the BEF spent in BRUSSELS TOWN CEMETERY
Belgium in May 1940. The CWGC EVERE - LES - BRUXELLES
Cemetery contains 54 Commonwealth
burials of the First World War and a
further 590 from the Second World War, 4
of which are unidentified. There are also 35 Foreign National burials here.
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[ :CW.G.C.STAFF BURIALS ENTRANCE

The Royal British Legion
Brussels Branch faithfully
holds a wreath laying
ceremony in June every
year to remember those
that lay here and
honouring all that died
before and after the
Liberation of Brussels in
both world wars. For the
date of the ceremony
please check the events
calendar on our website.
Everybody is welcome to
come and join us so
please mark this date in
your diary.
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Some of the Lockheed
Hudson crew, 161
Squadron, which crashed
27/11/1944
5th from left: R. E.
Wilkinson,

8th from left: F. J.
J.Champion,

10th from left: J. Weddell

Funeral of Hudson Crew of 161 Squadron, SOE operation, 2 December 1944
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