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Starter for 2010

What a wintry start to the year! The
whole of Europe is in the grip of winter
- for some it is exciting, but sadly for
others it is a trying time. Spring will be
here before too long we hope. The time
for ONew Yearniay lpave
passed but as we embark on the new
year we wish you good health, joy and
happiness.

Lets hope that we all have a good year
ahead. And remember that we have
The Royal British Legion which is here
to help its members whenever they
may need it -by providing support for
those in need and by offering a sense
of belonging.

www.britishlegion.be

Following the success of the Branch last
year, we would like this to be another
good year. To make it work we need
your help and support at our events and
meetings. The more members that take
part the more chance we have of doing
our best.

Do recommend the RBL to your friends
and family. We are always looking for
new members to help our membership
grow and help even more of our friends.

We look forward to seeing you soon and
please do feel free to contact the RBL
committee at any time.

Donation from the Brussels British Community Association

BRUSSELS BRITISH COMMUNITY ASSOCATION

Colin Puplett, Chair of the RBL
Brussels Branch Welfare Committee
received a cheque f &indly
donated by The Brussels Biritish
Community  Association. It was
presented by the British Ambassador
Dr Rachel Aron.

webmaster@britishlegion.be
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Full House for Remembrance Sunday Service

The Remembrance Service at Holy
Trinity Church, Brussels, saw yet
another packed congregation, who
came to remember not only those who
have died in previous wars but the men
and women who are serving in our
forces today in Afghanistan and around
the world. We will remember them.

The Service was taken by Rev Innes

and attended by the British ) { 3
Ambassador and representatives from Rev. Robert Innes and the Standard Bearers

L

UK Forces. Wreaths were laid at the l i mr ’,”f/{/ﬂ:’/[/// ///
Altar and the local Scouts and Guides g M = ML
also joined in the service by laying e ad
individual Poppy crosses.

Well done to all that organized the day.
The traditional lunch, which was served
and prepared by the BRYC and
facilitated by Michael Rose was superb
once again.

Ath Cemetery Nivelles Cemetery

The above pictures show Poppy Crosses placed on the graves by volunteers
who donated their time. The volunteers were a group of 2 British, 2 USA, 1

Greek and a British Family of 3.
webmaster@britishlegion.be
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The Modern British Tommy

The average British soldier is 19
years old. He is a short haired,
well-built lad who, under normal .. .
circumstances is considered by -
society as half man, half boy. Not
yet dry behind the ears and just
old enough to buy a round of 2
drinks, and yet old enough to die :
for his country and
not particularly keen on hard work

but hedd rather be grafting i nUAfHghani
recently left comprehensive school where he was probably an average
student, played some form of sport, drove a ten year old rust bucket, and knew

a girl that either broke up with him when he left for his tour of duty, or swore to

be waiting when he returns home. He moves easily to rock and roll or hip-hop

or to the rattle of a AK47 machine gun or RPG.

Heds

He is about a stone lighter than when
@ he left home because he is working or
= fighting from dawn to dusk and well
beyond. He has trouble spelling, so
= letter writing is a pain for him, but he
can strip a rifle in 25 seconds and
reassemble it in the dark. He can recite
every detail of a machine gun or
grenade launcher and use either
effectively if he has to. He digs
trenches and latrines without the aid of machines and can apply first aid like a
professional paramedic. He can march until he is told to stop, or stay dead
still until he is told to move.

He obeys orders instantly and without
hesitation but he is not without a
rebellious spirit or a sense of personal
dignity. He is confidently self-sufficient.
He has two sets of uniform with him: he
washes one and wears the other. He
keeps his water bottle full and his feet
dry. He sometimes forgets to brush his
teeth, but never forgets to clean his rifle.
He can cook his own meals, mend his
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